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WELCOME
Thank you for

jo in ing  us  for  On One
A-Chord:  Why Jazz?
Tonight ’ s  program

celebrates  the  power
of  music  to  connect

communit ies ,  inspire
dia logue,  and

preserve  cul tura l
her i tage .  We invi te

you to  enjoy  the
performances ,  engage
in  the  d iscuss ion,  and

exper ience  the
uni fy ing  spir i t  of

jazz .



Heal ing  I l l inois  i s  a  rac ia l  heal ing  in i t iat ive  of  the  I l l inois
Department  of  Human Serv ices  ( IDHS),  in  partnership
with  The Fie ld  Foundat ion of  I l l inois ,  and the  Southern
I l l inois  Community  Foundat ion to  begin ,  or  cont inue,  the
work of  rac ia l  heal ing.  The  goal  of  Heal ing  I l l inois  i s  to
bui ld  the  foundat ion for  long-term rac ia l  heal ing  and
ant i - rac ism in  I l l inois .  

Heal ing  I l l ino is ’  in tended  outcomes  are  to :  
Bui ld  knowledge  and understanding of  rac ia l  heal ing
and equi ty  in  communit ies  across  the  s tate .
Strengthen trust  and re lat ionship  bui ld ing  among
community  res idents .
Expand opportuni t ies  for  communit ies  and indiv iduals
to  begin  to  heal  f rom the  harms caused by  rac ism.
Increase  awareness  and media  engagement  focused on
rac ia l  heal ing.

Music  i s  a  powerful  medium for  express ion,  connect ion,
and heal ing.  Musica l   co l laborat ions ,  in  part icular ,  of fer
a  unique  opportuni ty  to  br idge  rac ia l  d iv ides ,  foster
understanding,  and promote  rac ia l  heal ing.  By br inging
together  art i s t s  f rom diverse  backgrounds,  these
col laborat ions  can create  a  shared space  for  d ia logue,
cul tura l  exchange,  and mutual  respect .  You can jo in  us  .  .
.  Read the  resource  sect ion of  the  program and choose  at
least  one  of  the  resources  to  act  on and share .  Involve
local  communit ies  in  musica l  projects  l ike  th is  one.
Community  concerts ,  workshops ,  and col laborat ive
songwri t ing  sess ions  can engage  people  of  a l l  ages  and
backgrounds,  foster ing  a  sense  of  be longing and shared
purpose .  Through intent ional  e f forts  and support ,  we  can
harness  the  power  of  music  to  s trengthen a l l  of  Southern
I l l inois !

SPONSORSHIP & PURPOSE



PROGRAM

Spoken Word Performance
Lif t  Every  Voice  and Sing
Performed by Van Ikner

Performance  by  Mel  Goot  and the  Young Lions
Featur ing  Spec ia l  Guest  Vocal i s t  Ammiel  Russe l l

Performance  by  I l l inois  Humanit ies
Road Scholar  Dr.  John Cooper

Hometown Hero Award 

Intermiss ion

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Presented by  Lynne Chambers
Purpose  of  the  Evening and "Why Jazz?"
Presentat ion by  Dr.  Michael  Cain,  Vice  Pres ident  of  Music
Educat ion,  MacPhai l  Center  for  Music  

Headl in ing  Performance  by  Daryl  Davis
Musica l  Performance,  Audience  Discuss ion,  and
Quest ion & Answer  Sess ion

Clos ing  Remarks  and Evaluat ion Reminder
Adjournment

Thank you for  jo in ing  us  for  On One A-Chord,  an  evening  dedicated  to  mus ic ,  d ia logue ,  and
community  heal ing .  Your  presence  and  part ic ipat ion  he lp  advance  the  miss ion  of  Heal ing  I l l ino is  by

foster ing  understanding,  connect ion ,  and  meaningfu l  conversat ion  throughout  our  communit ies .



Daryl  Davis

Daryl  Davis  i s  an  acc la imed American rhythm-and-blues
music ian,  author ,  actor ,  and race-re lat ions  act iv i s t .  He i s
g lobal ly  recognized for  h is  unconvent ional  act iv i sm:
act ive ly  befr iending members  of  the  Ku Klux Klan (KKK)
and white  supremacis t  groups ,  success fu l ly  persuading over
200 members  to  renounce  the ir  ideologies .  

Mel  Goot  i s  a  p ianis t ,  educator ,  and performer  who began
his  profess ional  music  career  as  a  teenager .  A se l f - taught
music ian,  he  has  performed at  major  jazz  fes t iva ls  across
the  United  States  and internat ional ly ,  shar ing  the  s tage
with  renowned jazz  ar t i s t s .  S ince  1995,  he  has  performed
with  the  New Arts  Jazztet  at  Southern I l l inois  Univers i ty  

Carbondale  and cont inues  to  mentor  young music ians  through SIMFest ' s
“J ive  with  Jazz”  youth programs.

Mel Goot

Dr.  John Cooper

Dr.  John Cooper  i s  Professor  Emeri tus  of  Music  at  Western
I l l inois  Univers i ty  and former  Director  of  Jazz  Studies .  An
accompl ished jazz  art i s t ,  composer ,  conductor ,  and
educator ,  he  remains  act ive  as  a  performer  and founding
conductor  of  the  Post  6  Big  Band.  He i s  a l so  a  Road
Scholar  wi th  the  I l l inois  Humanit ies  Counci l ,  shar ing  the  

h is tory  and cul tura l  s igni f icance  of  jazz  across  I l l inois .  Throughout  h is
career ,  he  has  performed with  renowned art i s t s  inc luding The Temptat ions ,
The Four  Tops,  and Lou Rawls .

FEATURED ARTISTS & SPEAKERS

Gordon Holden

Gordon Holden i s  a  local  bus iness  owner
operat ing  in  Southern I l l inois  who has  a
deep pass ion for  community  and he lp ing
people .

Hometown Hero  -  Cairo  Rehab



Ammiel  Russe l l

Ammiel  Russe l l  i s  a  Southern I l l inois  nat ive  whose  l i fe long
love  of  music  has  led  her  to  perform a  var ie ty  of  genres ,
inc luding gospel ,  R&B,  pop,  and musica l  theater .  A
talented vocal i s t  and former  Athlete  Scholar ,  she  earned a
bachelor ’ s  degree  in  Human Resource  Management  with  a
minor  in  Bus iness  Analyt ics  f rom Southeast  Missour i  State  

Univers i ty ,  graduat ing  magna cum laude.  She  current ly  serves  as  an  HR
Recrui ter  wi th  Southern I l l inois  Heal thcare  and as  Program Coordinator  for
Legacy Training,  Inc . ,  where  she  has  contr ibuted to  community  in i t iat ives
s ince  2017,  inc luding Heal ing  I l l inois ,  Envis ioning Just ice ,  and the  Afr ican
American Women’s  Heal th  Conference .  

Van Ikner

Van “Van of  the  People”  Ikner  i s  a  community  leader  and
advocate  committed  to  advancing  equi ty ,  economic
opportuni ty ,  and community  deve lopment  in  Southern
I l l inois .  He serves  as  Director  of  Engagement  and
Partnerships  for  the  Clean Energy Jobs  and Just ice  Fund
and as  Dean of  Students  at  Legacy  Training  Incorporated.  

Known for  h is  col laborat ive  leadership,  Van works  to  connect  people ,
s trengthen communit ies ,  and expand opportuni t ies  for  underserved
populat ions .

Lynne  Chambers

Lynne Chambers  i s  a  soc ia l  entrepreneur ,  at torney,  and
community  leader  dedicated to  creat ing  pos i t ive  change.  As
CEO and Execut ive  Director  of  Legacy  Training,  Inc . ,  she
leads  in i t iat ives  focused on heal ing,  workforce
deve lopment ,  c lean energy,  and community  engagement .
Lynne serves  on severa l  reg ional  and nat ional  boards  and 

i s  a  pass ionate  advocate  for  equi ty ,  educat ion,  and community  empowerment
throughout  Southern I l l inois .

The Southern  I l l ino is  Young Lions  of  Jazz Eli  Fry,  Bass
Ian DePalma,  Drumset
Ol iver  Stoffe l ,  Percuss ion
Gabrie l  Cerrato,  Trumpet  
Zion Wilkins ,  Alto  Saxophone 
Everet t  Snyder ,  Trumpet  
Amir  Wil l iams,  Trumpet



HEALING ILLINOIS: CONTINUING THE JOURNEY RESOURCE GUIDE
Read

Race,  Equi ty ,  and  Understanding
How We Heal
Author :  La June  Montgomery Tabron
A powerful  explorat ion of  t ruth-te l l ing ,  rac ia l  heal ing,  and community
transformat ion through personal  s tor ies  and pract ica l  act ion.

The Sum of  Us
Author :  Heather  McGhee
Examines  how rac ism harms ent i re  communit ies  and presents  a  v i s ion for
col lect ive  prosper i ty .

Stamped from the  Beginning
Author :  Ibram X.  Kendi
A his tor ica l  examinat ion of  rac is t  ideas  in  America  and the ir  cont inuing
impact .

Caste
Author :  I sabel  Wi lkerson
Connects  systemic  inequal i ty  to  broader  soc ia l  s t ructures  and encourages
deeper  understanding.

Between the  World  and  Me
Author :  Ta-Nehis i  Coates
A deeply  personal  re f lect ion on race ,  ident i ty ,  and the  Black exper ience  in
America .

Dialogue  and  Reconci l ia t ion
The Li t t le  Book of  Race  and  Restorat ive  Just ice
Author :  Fania  E.  Davis
A pract ica l  guide  connect ing  rac ia l  just ice  wi th  res torat ive  pract ices .

Heal ing  the  Heart  of  Democracy
Author :  Parker  J .  Palmer
Encourages  community  d ia logue,  c iv ic  engagement ,  and br idging
di f ferences .



Storyte l l ing  and  Community  Heal ing
Just  Mercy
Author :  Bryan Stevenson
Stor ies  that  i l luminate  the  human impact  of  in just ice  and the  power  of
redemption.

The Warmth of  Other  Suns
Author :  I sabel  Wi lkerson
A compel l ing  account  of  the  Great  Migrat ion through personal  narrat ives .

My Grandmother 's  Hands
Author :  Resmaa Menakem
Explores  rac ia l ized  trauma and pathways  toward heal ing.

Listen
Music  for  Just ice  and  Unity

"Lif t  Every  Voice  and  Sing"
Melba Moore  and Fr iends  featur ing  Howard Hewett
Often  ca l led  the  Black Nat ional  Anthem,  th i s  powerfu l  performance  ce lebrates
hope,  res i l i ence ,  and  uni ty .

Socia l  Just ice  Class ics  Playl i s t
A col lect ion of  songs  that  have  inspired  movements  for  c iv i l  r ights ,
equal i ty ,  and soc ia l  change.

Podcasts
See ing  White
An award-winning ser ies  explor ing  race ,  ident i ty ,  and his tory  in  America .

Code Switch
Stor ies  and conversat ions  about  race ,  cu l ture ,  and ident i ty .

Truth ,  Racia l  Heal ing  & Transformat ion
Features  pract i t ioners  and community  leaders  engaged in  heal ing  work.

Just ice  in  America
Explores  cr iminal  just ice  re form,  res torat ive  just ice ,  and equi ty .



Unlocking  Us
Conversat ions  about  courage,  be longing,  empathy,  and connect ion.

Ear Hust le
Stor ies  f rom incarcerated and former ly  incarcerated indiv iduals .

1619
Examines  the  cont inuing impact  of  s lavery  on American soc ie ty .

Watch
Documentar ies

The  Greatest  Night  in  Pop
The s tory  behind the  creat ion of  "We Are  the  World"  and the  power  of
music  to  uni te  people .

American  Symphony
Fol lows music ian  Jon Bat i s te ' s  ar t i s t ic  journey  whi le  explor ing  res i l i ence ,
creat iv i ty ,  and community .

Gospel
Produced by  Dr.  Henry  Louis  Gates  Jr . ,  th is  ser ies  explores  the  h is tory  and
inf luence  of  Black gospel  music  in  America .

Civi l :  Ben  Crump
Examines  the  work of  c iv i l  r ights  at torney  Ben Crump and the  ongoing
pursui t  of  just ice .

Accidenta l  Courtesy :  Daryl  Davis ,  Race  & America
Documents  music ian Daryl  Davis ' s  remarkable  work bui ld ing  re lat ionships
across  rac ia l  d iv ides  and engaging members  of  hate  groups  through
conversat ion.

13th
Explores  the  connect ion between s lavery ,  mass  incarcerat ion,  and rac ia l
inequal i ty .

Race:  The  Power  of  an  I l lus ion
A foundat ional  documentary  for  understanding race  as  a  soc ia l  construct .

True  Just ice :  Bryan Stevenson's  F ight  for  Equal i ty
Examines  rac ia l  in just ice  and the  legacy  of  lynching in  America .



Cracking  the  Codes
Uses  personal  s tor ies  to  explore  systemic  rac ism and encourage  d ia logue.

The Reuni ted  States
Focuses  on heal ing  soc ia l  and pol i t ica l  d iv i s ions  through l i s tening  and
understanding.

Who We Are :  A Chronic le  of  Racism in  America
Combines  h is tory ,  personal  narrat ive ,  and c iv ic  engagement .

The Black Church
Explores  fa i th ,  res i l i ence ,  cu l ture ,  and community  leadership.

Summer  of  Soul
Celebrates  Black cul ture ,  music ,  h i s tory ,  and art i s t ic  express ion.

Feature  Fi lms
Just  Mercy
Based on the  l i fe  and work of  Bryan Stevenson and the  Equal  Just ice
Ini t iat ive .

Crash
A thought-provoking f i lm explor ing  race ,  pre judice ,  and human connect ion.

LEARN & EXPLORE ONLINE
Daryl  Davis
Music ian,  author ,  and rac ia l  reconci l ia t ion advocate  known for  bui ld ing
re lat ionships  across  d i f ferences  through dia logue  and understanding.
Websi te :  www.daryldavis .com

Widen the  Screen
An in i t iat ive  that  explores  media  representat ion and encourages  broader ,
more  inc lus ive  s toryte l l ing .     |     Websi te :  us .pg.com/widen-the-screen

Fight  Racism
Educat ional  resources  and v ideos  promoting  ant i - rac ism and g lobal
understanding.     |     Websi te :  www.un.org/en/ f ight-rac ism

http://www.daryldavis.com/
http://www.un.org/en/fight-racism


Get  Involved
Ways at tendees  can:

Volunteer
Attend  future  events
Join  Heal ing  I l l ino is  in i t iat ives
Fol low Legacy Train ing,  Inc .
on soc ia l  media

Ref lect ion  Quest ions
As you cont inue  your  Heal ing  I l l ino is  journey,  cons ider :

What  s tory  d id  I  hear  today that  chal lenged  my perspect ive?
How can I  bu i ld  s t ronger  re lat ionsh ips  across  d i f ferences?
What  act ion  can  I  take  to  promote  equi ty  in  my community?
How can I  use  my vo ice ,  ta lents ,  or  creat iv i ty  to  foster  heal ing?

"Heal ing  begins  when we  choose  understanding  over  d iv i s ion ,  d ia logue  over
s i lence ,  and  connect ion  over  fear ."

Thank you for  be ing  part  of  the  Heal ing  I l l ino is  community .

Thank you for  jo in ing  us !
Please  take  a  moment  to

scan  the  QR code  and
share  your  feedback

through our  event
evaluat ion .



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Thank you:

Heal ing  I l l ino is
Legacy Train ing,  Inc .

Planning  Committee
Lynne Chambers
Van Ikner  
Ammiel  Russe l l

Board of  Directors
Lynne Chambers :  CEO/Director
Stephanie  Fisher :  Secretary
Carolyn Dumas:  Treasurer
Crysta l  Russe l l :  Board Member
Connie  Young Hunt :  Board Member
Tameika Morr is :  Board Member

I l l ino is  Humanit ies
Fie ld  Foundat ion
Southern  I l l ino is  Community  Foundat ion
I l l ino is  Department  of  Human Serv ices  
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